
Why Technology? 

 

My name is John Sells, and I’m the technical director at Providence Church. You don’t see 

me often because I’m usually in the booth located at the back of the sanctuary or backstage, 

but I, along with a handful of other volunteers, are largely responsible for what may be 

considered the “glitz and glam” of the worship and service experience. We change the colors 

of the lights onstage. We place the lyrics, bible verses, and announcements on the big screens 

located above the stage. We broadcast the kid’s church lessons and service online so people 

around the world (or at home in our surrounding communities) who aren’t able to attend 

Providence can still experience Providence. Some may ask, “Why technology? Why do we 

even need all this stuff?” 

Those are great questions, and I believe much of the answers they seek are provided through 

the roles that the tech team fulfills, but I’ll expound. 

Sure, we could all just stand outside, sing songs, and preach sermons. No instruments, 

microphones, or anything. But what about the people who don’t know the songs? What 

about the instruments, such as drums, keys, and bass that give the music an additional 

element of variety and intimacy? What about the people who would be uncomfortable 

standing outside? Or if it’s too hot or too cold? Thanks to technology, there are many 

comforts and enhancements that we get to partake in during the worship and service 

experience.  

We get to turn the lights down low, which fosters a sense of intimacy between you and God 

by taking the focus off of those around you. We get to sing along even if we don’t know the 

words.  

And most importantly, the gospel is spread and becomes widely accessible to those who may 

not have otherwise heard it.  

In summary, technological innovation revolutionizes the way that we experience God. 

Bridges are built. Barriers are broken. And the body (the church) is all the better for it. 

In this, God is glorified. 

 


