
Why Spiritual Gifts? 

 

Why Spiritual Gifts?  Because we, the church, need them!  Like never before in the history of 

the world, the church needs to be seen more and heard less.  But before I dive into more 

about the reasons why we need them, let me first outline what Spiritual Gifts are and what 

they are not. 

Spiritual Gifts are what God, through the empowerment of His Holy Spirit, chooses to 

manifest Himself to humanity in His body, the body of Christ, the Church. Now, the Bible 

does make it clear, that the Holy Spirit Himself is the primary manifestation of the presence 

of God on the Earth today.  But through the work of the Holy Spirit in and on a Christian 

believer, God continues to manifest His presence to the world.  It is in this light, where we 

will go deeper into what the gifts actually are. 

First, as always, we look to the Scriptures for both our understanding and connection to God 

through faith.  In Ephesians chapter 4 verse 8, we learn that when Jesus rose up to Heaven, 

He gave gifts to humanity.  Paul has just understood what David said in Psalms 68:18, when 

David sees Messiah as getting these gifts for people.  But what are the gifts?   

Continuing in Ephesians 4:11, Paul mentions that some of YOU will become apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and some teachers.  In Romans 12:6-8, Paul 

continues on to say that some of you will prophesy, some will be great at service, some will 

be encouragers, some will be givers, some will be leaders, and some will show extraordinary 

mercy.   

Still yet, in 1 Cor 12:8-10; 28-30, Paul tells us that some will have wisdom, some a message of 

knowledge, still others the ability for deep faith, some the gifts of healing, or the discerning 

of spirits, different kinds of tongues and their interpretation, some will be helpers, and some 

have guidance (or administrations). 

So what does any of this really mean?   

God chooses YOU to show off Himself to the world.  God has always chosen humanity and 

put a call on the lives of people as His witnesses and servants.  As we respond to this call, we 

begin to see Him use us in ways in which we never thought possible.  He begins to change us 

into the person He intends us to be.  A witness and a servant.  He does this through these 

Spiritual Gifts, but with a purpose. 



Whether He choose to develop the gift of a pastor, or a teacher, or an evangelist inside us, 

they are (as Paul states in Ephesians 4:12-16),  

‘…to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 

God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 

blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 

craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in 

love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the 

head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by 

every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its 

work’.   

This means that God uses the Spiritual Gifts as a means to perfect and unify the body of 

Christ (the Church).  But it doesn’t stop there. 

He also imparts His gifts as a display to the rest of the world, of His power and His love and 

to make a significant, positive impact in the lives of people all around you.   

1 Pet 4:11 says:  

‘If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone 

serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 

praised through Jesus Christ’. 

What are the Spiritual Gifts not?   

They are not something to boast about, or to leverage position above anybody else in the 

Church.  As stated before, they are to equip the believers for service, to build up Christ’s 

Church and to edify until the Church becomes one in unity.  In essence, they show the 

character, power and love of God in the church. 

So, why the Spiritual Gifts?   

As we, the church enters both a new chapter in 

our own time as well as an ever-changing culture, 

we will need to use the Spiritual Gifts more than 

ever.  More than ever, each of us needs to both learn and use the gifts which the Holy Spirit 

has bestowed upon us.  Each of us needs each other.  Without each other, the body of Christ 

would not be complete.  YOU complete the body of Christ.  Your Spiritual Giftings are 
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necessary in the body of Christ.  Take yourself out of your place in the body, and the body 

lacks and is not whole.  In essence, it’s sick.   

As mentioned at the beginning, the church needs to be seen more and heard less.  The way 

YOU do this, is by allowing the Holy Spirit to grow your gifts, so that you can be used it a 

much greater way.  The church is seen, when it is seeking to edify and love (each other and 

our community).  The church is seen, when it is seen as equipping people to grow (toward 

God, each other and our community).  The church is seen, when it is in unity, seeking the 

healing of each other and our community.   

In this next church year, we are going to begin to help each other both discover what our 

Spiritual Gifts are and how to exercise them.  We feel this is one way in which God would 

have us grow and be an active part in the Great Commission.  We want to see God move to 

heal our people, our community and our land.  The Gospel message will go forward.  Will 

you respond to the call? 


